AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

This Listing Of Claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of the claims in the 
application. 

Listing of the Claims: 

Claim 1 (Currently Amended): A process for the preparation of a compound of formula: 

H 

and/or an addition salt of a proton acid, wherein represents Ci^-alkvl or phenyl, and 
represents alkyi, cycloaikyi, aryl or aralkyi, each aryl or araikyi being optionally further 
substituted with alkyI, alkoxy and/or halogen, and R^ r e pr e s e nts C4^ - a l ky l or pheny l , which 
process comprises the following steps: 
a) reacting a mixture comprising: 

(i) a methyl ketone of fomnula: 




IV 



wherein R^ is as defined above, and 

(ii) a compound of formula: 

H2N-R2 (V) 

and/or an addition salt of proton acid, wherein R^ is as defined above, and 

(iii) formaldehyde or a source of formaldehyde selected from the group consisting of 
formaldehyde in aqueous solution, 1 ,3, 5 tr i oxano 1 .3.5-trioxane . paraformaldehyde and 
mixtures thereof, in the presence of 



2 



a solvent selected from the group consisting of water, aliphatic alcohols, cycloaliphatic 
alcohols and mixtures thereof, and 
optionally a proton acid 
to provide a p-keto amine of formula: 




II 



and/or an addition salt of a proton acid, and 

b) reducing the carbonyl group of p-keto amine to afford a compound of fomiula I, and/or an 
addition salt of a proton acid 

wherein the step a) is carried out at a pressure above 1 .5 bar. 

Claim 2 (Currently Amended): The process of claim 1 wherein is se l ect e d from tho 
group cons i st i ng of linear or branched G^-ralkyJ Ci.a-alkvl , € ^ cycloa l ky i , pheny l , naphthyl, 
furanyl, bonzofurany l , th i onyl, bonzo[b]thiony l and aralky i , whore i n tho a l ky i mo i oty of tho ara l kyi 
r e sidue is l in e ar C4^ a l ky i , and th e ary l moi e ty i s soloct e d from the group cons i st i ng of ph e nyl, 
naphthy l , furanyl, benzofurany l , th i eny l and benzo[b]th i ony l , each ary l or ara l ky i b ei ng opt i ona ll y 
subst i tut e d with halog e n, lin e ar or branched C4 - 4 alky i , l in e ar or branch e d C4^ alkoxy, C^ 
cycloalky i , CF^ ^ &, OCF^ or OCg Fs, 

Claim 3 (Currently Amended): The process of claim 1 wherein is selected from the 
group consisting of linear or branched G4^-alkyl Ci.ft-alkvL C^ft-cvcloalkvL phenyl, naohthvl. 
furanyl. benzofuranvl. thienvl. benzofblthienvl and aralkvL wherein the alkvl moiety of the aralkvl 
residue is linear Ci^-alkyl, and the an/I moiety is selected from the group consisting of phenyl, 
naphthyl. furanvl, benzofuranvl. thienyl and benzorblthienvl. each arvl or aralkvl being optionally 
substituted with halogen, linear or branched C^-alkvl. linear or branched Ci-d-alkoxy. 
C-^^-cvcloalkvl. CF^. CoF*;. OCFo or OCnF. . 
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Claim 4 (Previously Presented): The process of claim 1 , wherein the compound of 
formula V is present in an amount at least equimolar to that of the compound of formula IV. 

Claim 5 (Currently Amended): The process of claim 1 . wherein the proton acid is 
present in step a) and is a carboxylic acid or an inorganic acid, the ac i d be i ng pr e f e rab l y 
s e l e ct e d from the group consisting of formic ac i d, ac e tic acid, prop i on i c ac i d, oxalic acid, 
malonic ac i d, bonzo i c ac i d, HF, HC I , HBr, H I , H^S04 i44aPQ 4, mono alkali ma l onato, alkal i 
hydrog e nsu l fat e s, alkali hydrog e nphosphat e s and a l kal i hydrog e ncarbonatos . 

Claim 6 (Currently Amended): The process of claim 1 , wherein aliphatic and 
cycloaliphatic alcohols are selected from the group selected of linear or branched aliphatic 
a l cohols Ci-i9-alcohols . cycloaliphatic alcohols C^-alcohols . di- and/or triethylene glycols 
and mono G4-4-alkyl Ci^-alkvl or acetyl derivatives thereof, each of said alcohols containing 1 to 
3 hydroxy groups. 

Claim 7 (Currently Amendedl): The process of claim 6, wherein the alcohol is selected 
from the group consisting of methanol, ethanol, propanol, isopropyl alcohol, butanol, isobutanol, 
tert-butanol, 1-pentanol, 2-pentanol, 3-pentanol, 1-hexanol, 2-hexanol, cyclopentanol, 
cyclohexanol, 1,2-ethanediol, 1, 2 propanodioL 1, 2 - butaned i ol 1.2-propanediol. 1 .2-butanedioL 
2,3-butanediol, 1.4-butanedioI, 1,2,3-propanetriol. 1.2, 6 hoxanotr i o l 1.2.6-hexanetriol . 
diethylene glycol, diethylene glycol monomethyl ether, diethylene glycol monoethyl ether, 
diethylene glycol monobutyl ether, diethylene glycol monoacetate, triethylene glycol, triethylene 
glycol monomethyl ether, triethylene glycol monoethyl ether, triethylene glycol monobutyl ether 
and triethylene glycol monoacetate. 

Claim 8 (Previously Presented): The process of claim 1, wherein the pressure during 
reaction step a) is in the range of 1.5 to 10 bar. 

Claims 9 to 20 (Cancelled) 

Claim 21 (Currently Amended): The process of claim 2 wherein is linear or branched 
G4-8-atkv4 Crj-alkvl . 



4 



Claim 22 (Previously Presented): The process of claim 3, wherein the compound of 
formula V is present in an amount at least equimolar to that of the compound of formula IV. 

Claim 23 (Currently Amended): The process of claim 4, wherein a the proton acid is 
present in step a) and is a carboxylic acid or an inorganic acid, th e ac i d being pr e f e rab l y 
s ele ct e d from th e group cons i sting of form i c acid, ac e t i c acid, propionic acid, oxa l ic acid, 
malon i c acid, bonzoic ac i d, HF, HCI, HBr, H I , H^SQ4 r*43P0 4, mono alka l i ma l onato, a l ka l i 
hydrog e nsu l fat e s, alkal i hydrog e nphosphat e s and a l kali hydrog e ncarbonat e s . 

Claim 24 (Currently Amended): The process of claim 5, wherein aliphatic and 
cycloaliphatic alcohols are selected from the group selected of linear or branched aliphatic 
a l coho l s Ci.i9-alcohols . cycloaliphatic alcoho l s Cs^-alcohols , di- and/or triethylene glycols 
and mono G+^-^lkyJ Ci^-alkvl or acetyl derivatives thereof, each of said alcohols containing 1 to 
3 hydroxy groups. 

Claim 25 (Previously Presented): The process of claim 7, wherein the pressure during 
reaction step a) is in the range of 1.5 to 10 bar. 
Claims 26 to 30 (Cancelled) 

Claim 31 (Previously Presented): The process of claim 8, wherein the pressure during 
reaction step a) is in the range of 1.5 to 5 bar. 

Claim 32 (Previously Presented): The process of claim 25, wherein the pressure during 
reaction step a) is in the range of 1 .5. to 5 bar. 

Claim 33 (Currently Amended): The process of Claim 1 , wherein is phenyl. 

Claim 34 (Previously Presented): The process of Claim 2, wherein is phenyl. 

Claim 35 (New): The process of claim 1 . wherein a proton acid is present, and the 
proton acid is selected from the group consisting of formic acid, acetic acid, propionic acid, 
oxalic acid, malonic acid, benzoic acid, HF, HCI, HBr. HI, H2SO4, H3PO4. mono alkali malonate, 
alkali hydrogensulfates, alkali hydrogenphosphates and alkali hydrogencarbonates. 
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Claim 36 (New): The process of claim 4, wherein a proton acid is present, and the 
proton acid is selected from the group consisting of formic acid, acetic acid, propionic acid, 
oxalic acid, malonic acid, benzoic acid, HF, HCI. HBr, HI, H2SO4, H3PO4, mono alkali malonate, 
alkali hydrogensulfates, alkali hydrogenphosphates and alkali hydrogencarbonates 
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